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STAT

L

Bush ~*i:»‘s mﬂ'ﬂt for the C:{A

-~ Now that" Pr xdent Ford has’ reo' “cf his predecessors had any polmcal i
moved George Bush from considera- pasts tor futures, either. Yet it was un- l

~tionr- as-a-possible running-mate -in - .der them that the agency perpetrated
1976, ther; is no reason the s enate all those other abuses which congres-
! “ - sional" investigations have been re-.

should not confirm Mr. Bush as direc: *: yealing in their sordid detail. L e
. tor of the Central Intelligence Agency - -As Mr. Bush put it during his tesn- 3
As a matter of fact,we did not think ° pony a¢ hearings on his nomination,
that Mr: Bush’s possible candidacy, , usome of the difficulties the CIA } has-’
iffy at-best, was itself much of a rea- - encountered might have been avoided .
-sonfor not confirming him anyway.” »jt more polmcal judgment had been
‘Frue; Mr: Bush; now envoy to China; - brought to bear. I am not talking about,,]
~.does have a partisan political .back- narrow political _partisanship. I am~
~ ground.  ‘He has beénia Republicani talking about the- Tespect for the peo- - &
“congressman from Texas and served . ple-and their. sensitiities’ that, most
‘as C‘lalrman Of the"R-"pubhcan Natlon‘ pOhthlanS unders‘and g o .

‘al Committes: And true.also, the dir.} Zrhe -issue .is.-the -integrity “of 'the- 4

srectorship of th° ClA.is a sensmve - man; andbe-it:also Foted that none -
"P°51t1°n‘-’= L 1.7 of the senators.who exprebsed oppo-
Yet why, as some senators seemed  sition:to Mr. -Bush’s nomination ques-:

tO think; should having a political past "~ tioned" his inte gn‘y. ~Indéed, his rwil- |

Tora political future be some kind of " Mgness “to take, onia job.which may =

“bar sinister to serving in’it? If that’s syell lead. to pohncal ‘nowhere s
~the lesson they’ve learned from. Wa- - "demonstration of-if. “The. CIA is now =
; tergate, it is the wrong lesson. iz La, kmd of limbo,: wnh Wllham ‘E.H
i -Be it remembered . that ;Richard::
'-.P'elms who-as CIA director permltted

the agencyto-be ‘abused by-the Nixon ﬁrmad The Senate should promnﬂy

. Whit eﬂouae ‘was.not a. pohtzcxan* He- abprow Mr. Bush Whe'x it reconvenes,
was-a.career pror...ssmnal. And none “in January; B T
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